Is Africa Ready To Do Missions?
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Peter Vumiza

In her mmtroduction to the article
“Answening the Call” subtitled
“Afncan Amencans Needed on the
Mission field " mn the World Christian
Magazine (Volume 14, Number 4, De-
cember 2001), Carla D Bastos, an Af-
wrote, “Africa cries out for help in 1=
struggle against the ravages of spirual
darkmess, war, comuption, the AIDS
epidemme, drought, flooding and lack
of health care.

Thankfully, help is powing in from
Chnshans and bumamitanan groups
world-wide. But those who have an-
swered the call of God to minister to
the continent through evangelism and
merey mmistry are often overwhelmed
with the work, findmg it difficult to
demands. Why? Becanse someone is
missing from the team, leaving these
on the field o do more than thewr
share. The muszing link in both Afn-
can and world-wide missions, 15 the
Afncan-Amencan Chnstan ™

In as mmech as I agres with her on
the fact that Africa stll faces many
challenges, the arbicle tzkez a view
which I do not agree with on the 155ue
of Chnshamty in Afnca.

Firstly, the view that Africa 15 still
a missien field eliminates the African
church itzelf as part of the missing link
in the global Mission enterprise. Sec-
ondly, the article pamts a gloomy pic-
ture of the spiritual climate of Afnca.
Thes purports the view that Afnea 1=
still very nmch unevangelised and rav-
aged by spiritual darkness.

Such views give a2 musleading pac-

tare about the church in Afiica. It is
thiz distorted view of the Afiican
church that causes Africans to thmk
mature to participate in global mms-
sloms.

How old iz the African Chureh?
Iz Africa still a mission field? Is the
church too rmmature to do mssions?
A lot can be debated on this topic.
Fuost and foremost I would like to
state that 1t 15 a false assumption that
the church in Africa is small and im-
mature. The wview that 1f lacks roots
and a history of expenence and
growih to reflect upon 15 untee.

The Coptic church m Egypt dates
back to the early church fathers; the
city of Alexandna in Morth Afriea
boasted of a2 preshgious semunary
where scholars of the statwre of Oni-
gen taught and wrote. In North Af
rica Tertullian (c 160-c. 225) wrote
that ‘the bloed of Chrizmans is
seed,” often misquoted as ‘the blood
of martvrs 15 the seed of the
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Chnstiamity was established in
Ethiopia during the third century. By
the sixth cenhwy, the church bhad
spread through Euwrope, MNorth Af-
nea, Persia, China and India. Thas
chwreh m many instances was weak
or dimimished by the influence of
Islam, but in many places a flicker of
life remained Thus, the church in
Africa existed for hundreds of years
before the Pilgrims landed in the
New World, and 15, m reality, his-
toncally much alder.

Though the present Church lacks
knowledre and expenence in mms-
sions. Studies show that ooly to-
wards the end of the 20% Century did
the church in Africa really begin to
be senously exposed to ecross-
cultural mussions. There hasn't been
a sigmificant cross cultural mossion
offort mumerically among African
Evangelical clurches, but perhaps
there hawve hbeen out-
standing individual mussionanes.

Those familiar with the African
church know that Africans are in-
mﬁb.lynmhr—mprmbed I Cross-
cultural Chnstan mossions. While
we thank Gudﬁxthemﬂstanﬂmg
individual Ev MmISsIonaTIes
who have represented Afnicans, the
oumerical depth has never been great
and much shll needs to be done.

The Hindrances

In my mterachion with pastors
d:mngnnssmwm‘ksh:ps Seminars,
Mizmon confarences, In
Bible and Mission Schools, the fol-
lowing has been identified as some
afﬂ:en:ﬂmhmilmeshatheﬂhm‘ch

= Lack of mussion stuchoes mn the
clmreh;

= Lack of teaching on missions in the
churches;

= Missionanes never taught missions
to the churches;

. Wrmgmmlhﬁmﬂ:echmchm

-Selﬁslmssnuﬂmpaztofl*m
= Resistance to change, etc.

The Black Evangelical Leaders
Comsultation on Miszions beld on 14
-16 July, 1999 in Johammesburg,
South Afnica, identified almost the
same obstacles: infenionty complex,
dependency syndrome, black under-
development, weak mussiclogy,
identity crisis, fragmentation, ete.
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ItEhTLA&lcmmngd:mlmmﬂlmluﬂ world Youth as well as adults should enter into missionary

been inadequate. Inadequat I endeavours.
LWMMWﬁbﬁmﬂEFE The Afirican Church 15 able to take up the mantle i
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ment in Africa. e of the weaknesser of the early mis- of effective short-term and long-ferm global workers.

sionartes in Africa is thar they never sowed a vision for amm_ﬁmm
missions. Missionaries did not pass on their vinon for serving with INSERF
toﬂlednm:hﬁﬂ:!}:sb:tedpmbahlynﬁssim- a missions research ministry in Pratoria

anes felt that Afncan Chnshans were meapable of do-
ing what western missionanes were domg. As a resulf
work

It 15 lugh time that the Church in Africa was sensi-
tized and mobibized for missions. We mmst train and
prepare the local churches to send ouf and support cross
churches mm Africa do not have much knowledge on how
to mun mission programs. It is a big frushafion to train
mu=sionanes while the semding churches remain un-
traimed Many young people have been frustrated by
thewr churches because desprte the fact that they have a
clear call imfo cross culfwral mossion work, local
churches are in no way ready to send and support them

Giving for missions 15 also another senous area of
concern. The Evangelical church in Africa suffers from
lack of adedquate resources. This 15 because prang for
cross-culhural mssions 15 extremely low. Therefore due
to this mpovenshment, the Afrtcan church finds wself
unable o be an agenr of development and ransforma-
fion in its ewn context. Dependence syndrome is an-
other demon crippling the chireh 1in Afnica. Due to the
economic poverty on the confiment, there is a tendency
to depend on the pabronage of those with resources
abroad. But little do we realise that this leads to the in-
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